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Family Concert  ~  Friday evening 

January 21, 2011 

Housing Needed for Youth Encounter Team  

St. Paul will be hosting the Captive Free East Lake Team from Youth Encounter 

on, Thur-Fri, January 20-21, 2011.  There are 6 young adults that will need hous-

ing for both nights and meals while they are here.                                           

Please contact Sue Tyler (556-6432) if you are interested in helping.   

What are National Teams?  
These groups of young adults minister throughout the United States for one year 

with a faith-encouraging program of music, testimonies, and puppetry to inspire 

people of all ages! 

Some of the programs Captive Free teams offer includes; youth nights, family 

nights, retreats, and vacation bible school programs. For more information go to; 

www.youthencounter.org  

http://www.youthencounter.org
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PASTOR AND CHURCH COUNCIL 

Pastoral Ponderings: 

“When they (wise men) had heard the king, they set out; and 

there ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 

until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When they 

saw the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 

joy.” (Matthew 2:9-10) 
 

Star gazing is always a fun thing to do.  I caught myself doing it 

just the other night when the wind was brisk and the night dark; I 

looked up and saw a sky full of twinkling and shinning stars that 

lit the night up like large flashlights.   Stars have always amazed 

me, especially the thought of how for centuries they were used for navigation—getting peo-

ple to where they were journeying. 
 

As this New Year begins, we begin it in the season of Epiphany; however it is often given lit-

tle notice, because it comes on the heels of post-Christmas blues and weariness.  Many use 

the word epiphany to describe something that has happened to them with thought.  ―I had an 

epiphany!‖  Epiphany is much more than just that general definition.  The Epiphany within 

the Christological context is the showing or manifestation of the revelation of God in human 

form in the person of Jesus Christ. 
 

So be clear.  Epiphany is a showing of the manifestation of the glory of God in Christ Jesus 

to the nations. 
 

The prophet Isaiah reminds us, ―The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.‖ (9:2) 
 

We look to the bright shinning star—the one true Epiphany—Jesus the Christ.  In looking at 

this bright star, we are given light to shine through whatever darkness life may bring.  In this 

New Year, we gaze upon the bright light of Jesus and ask how this Epiphany, be made more 

and more visible in others lives and how can we be that bright light to the whole world. 
 

I pray in this New Year, we continue following the brightest star that ever shone.  Let this 

light guide us in our decisions together, as a congregation, being about the work of mission 

and ministry within our community and in our church.  Let this light guide us in our steward-

ship of time, talent, and tithe; so that we shine brightly in all we do.  Let this light provide 

hope for the hopeless, voice to the voiceless, forgiveness to the un-forgiven, and justice for 

the oppressed. 
 

Oh wise men!  Oh wise women! Continue following the star!  Look up!  Look out! Let your 

light so shine before others that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father 

in heaven. 
 

May this New Year give you moments of great joy, someone to hold your hand in times of 

sadness, love to give to all people, and love to be given to you; when you least expect it.  

Thank you for being bright and shinning lights in my life. 
 

New Year‘s Peace! 

Pastor Kevin 



 3 

 

 

Happy New Year! 
It's hard to believe 2011 is 

here.  Growing up thinking of 

such a date was so far into the 

future one couldn't imagine 

what life would be like.  Time 

goes by so quickly we need to appreciate the many 

blessings, God provides in each of our lives.  I know 

2010 has been a difficult and painful year for many 

people in our church and community.  Whatever good 

or bad has been part of your life in 2010 you are richly 

blessed.  Take a look around and you will find how 

much you have compared to others in the world.  Be-

ing born in the U.S., living in Blount County, sharing 

your faith with your church family at St. Paul are just 

a few of the great riches in your life.  Be thankful and 

share and show the peace of the Lord with everyone 

you meet. 

 We move to 2011 discussing our churches mortgage 

and endowment fund and how best for us as a congre-

gation to grow our ministry and live fully the calling 

Christ has given to each of us.  This is a subject with 

lots of differing views.  Finding common ground 

which we all can agree on is difficult.  But what is vi-

tal to our church moving forward is our focus on the 

cross, rather than on our debt, or our bank accounts.  

You will be hearing more about this topic in the next 

month as council works to present a plan for the future 

for the congregation to consider. 

May 2011 be filled with good health and happiness in 

your life! 

Tom Sims-President 

sims51@charter.net 

982-4981 

Council News 
The Council Retreat will be held Saturday, January 15, 

2011 from 9am-2pm at St. Andrew‘s Episcopal Church.  

All Council members need to be present. 
 

The following council members have been elected to 

serve as your 2011 Officers: 

President- Tom Sims 

Vice President- Carolyn Speck 

Secretary- Shirley Lips 

Congregational Meeting and Potluck 

January 30th is our next Congregational Meeting and 

Potluck following the 10:30am service in Richardson 

Hall.  Please bring a dish to share! 

Welcome Home! 
 

Have you searched for a place to call home? Have you 

looked for a community to share your gifts and grow in 

faith? Have you yearned for a large extended family that 

will support you, uplift you, walk with you, and help you 

grow as a disciple of Jesus Christ? Then we welcome you 

home to St. Paul Lutheran Church.  We welcome you to 

come home and worship with us, dine with us, fellowship 

with us, grow in Christian love toward one another with us. 
 

Have you considered becoming part of this family of faith?  

First off, what does it mean to be a ―member‖ of a church?  

Many of us are members of Country Clubs, PTA‘s, Rotary, 

Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, Homeowners Association, etc.  

But what does it mean to be a church member?  All bap-

tized Christians are, of course, members of the Body of 

Christ, of the one holy, catholic, and apostolic church—

whether they ―do‖ anything about it or not.  The ―doing,‖ 

can be signing on to a local congregation, thus becoming a 

member of it.  In the Lutheran Church, one can become a 

member of the church through their baptism at that particu-

lar church, by letter of transfer from another Lutheran con-

gregation, or by Affirmation of faith from another denomi-

nation. 
 

But being a church member does not bring with it the same 

lifestyle and responsibilities that may come from being a 

member of Boy Scouts, PTA, Rotary, Girl Scouts, YMCA, 

Country Club, or others.  The church does not exist so that 

it may be one more social sorority or fraternity for people.  

Instead, being a church member implies a relationship that 

does not hinge on what you wear, how much money you 

have, your race or sex.  Instead, it brings the promise of 

eternal relations with God in Christ.  This relationship is 

nurtured by and with the fellowship of believers, the com-

munion of saints, the word proclaimed, the sacraments ad-

ministered, and prayers said. 
 

Come and learn more about St. Paul and what it means to 

be a member of this family of faith over a conversation 

with Pastor Kevin on Sunday’s January 16th and 23rd 

from 9:15-10:15am in the Library.  If you decide to join, 

we will welcome you on Sunday, January 30th. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact me at anytime. I 

look forward to our conversations and journey together. 
 

Growing in God‘s Grace, 
 

The Reverend Kevin L. Strickland, Pastor 

PASTOR AND CHURCH COUNCIL 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION       
MINISTRY 

January - 2011 
 
 

Library News 
The Discipleship Ministry Team 

is looking for several volunteers 

to form a Library Team to serve 

in this important ministry for our 

congregation. If you feel called to 

this service please call Winnie 

Johnson at 982-2237. 

 

Adult Bible Study News 
There will be 2 opportunities for Bible study in Janu-

ary: 

Grab a cup of coffee and come join the Adult Bi-

ble Study in Room #2 (Cry Room) at 9:30.  

Every Sunday – ―Christ invites you to follow 

him . . . daily” – join this study on Daily Disci-

pleship with a study of that Sunday‘s gospel. 

This study is designed for small groups and 

does not require preparation by participants. 

This class will meet in room #14 beginning on 

January 9 at 9:30. The topic and leader will be 

announced.  

Watch for announcements for this class. 

 

Sunday School News 
Classes begin at 9:30 and end at 10:15. We encourage 

parents with children in Preschool to Grade 2 classes 

to take their children to their classrooms and check for 

them at the end of Sunday school. This is a good way 

to meet your child‘s teacher and will let the teacher 

know that your child has arrived at church.  

January Schedule 
January 9 – All S.S. classes begin 

January 9 – Wise Men Visit Sunday School Classes 

January 23 – Grade 7 & 8 Confirmation class meets, 

5:00 pm to 7:00 pm 

 

Preschool Teachers – The Education Team is 

looking for additional Preschool teachers. Please con-

tact Winnie Johnson if you are interested in becoming 

a part of the Preschool teaching team. 

 

Confirmation News 
All Confirmands will attend Wednesday evening Faith 

Alive classes as well as Sunday school class on Sun-

day morning. There will be a retreat style meeting 

once a month for both grades with supper being served 

at 5:00. The January class will be on Sunday the 23rd – 

5:00 to 7:00. Parents and Mentors will be called on to 

provide supper for these classes.  

 

January Schedule 
Wednesday 5th: 6:30pm Eve of the Epiphany Service 

Wednesday 12th: 6:15-7pm Faith Alive Class 

Wednesday 19th: 6:15-7pm Faith Alive Class 

Sunday 23rd: 5-7pm Dinner and Class                         

           Apostles‘ Creed: God our Creator 

Wednesday 26th: 6:15-7pm Congregational Game 

Night 

 

High School Sunday School 

January: 9:30-10:15am 
2nd: NO CLASS 

9th:  War * Peace * and the Word of God: Is War Biblical? 

16th: War * Peace * and the Word of God: Is War Biblical? 

23rd: War * Peace * and the Word of God: Is War Biblical? 

30th: War * Peace * and the Word of God: Is War Biblical? 

 
Wednesday Evenings 

@St. Paul Lutheran 

Church 

January 
5th:   6:30pm Eve of the Epiphany Service  

 Nursery Provided - NO MEAL 

        7:00pm Un-Deck the Halls- 

 Everyone‘s help is need to put away decorations 

12th: 5:30-6:15pm MEAL 

         6:15-7pm Walking with the Word 

 Jesus is our Prophet and Teacher 
 Adults (Sanctuary) with Pastor Kevin 

 Youth 6th-12th grade (RM 8) [Stephanie Luedtke] 

 Kids of the Kingdom K5-5th grade Laura Mallette 

 Nursery (TBA) 

           7:00pm Adult Choir 

19th:  5:30-6:15pm MEAL 

         6:15-7pm Walking with the Word -Jesus is our Friend 

      Adults (Sanctuary) with Pastor Kevin 

   Youth 6th-12th grade (RM 8) [Stephanie Luedtke] 

    Kids of the Kingdom K5-5th grade Laura Mallette 
   Nursery (TBA)  
          7:00pm Adult Choir 

26th:  5:30-6:15pm MEAL 

         6:15-7pm Congregational Game Night            

DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES 
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DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES 
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SUPPORTING/GROWING MINISTRIES 

MESSAGE FROM YOUR FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
 

Starting January 16, 2011, you can pick up your Giving Statements for 2010 on the table in the church 

hallway.  

  

If you want to sign up to send your stewardship gifts through Saint Paul's account at Mountain National Bank 

(MNB) using your bank's on-line system, here are the steps to do so:  

1.  Call me or e-mail me for St. Paul's MNB account number.   

2. Go into your bank's on-line bill pay system and click on "Add Payee".    

3. Enter the following information where appropriate: St Paul Lutheran Church c/o MNB, ATTN April 

Harvey, 1820 W. Broadway, Maryville TN 37801, tel # 865-984-9991, St. Paul's account number, and enter 

your envelope number on the memo line if possible.  

  

You can call me at 865-405-9474, or e-mail me on hpcp2@tds.net,  

Herb Perry 

 

 

 

 

January 2011 
What a year it has been for Cross of Grace Lutheran Church.  The new community of faith began on January 3, 2010.  The year has 

flown by quickly.  Starting with about fifteen core members, we now have over forty worshippers with weekly attendance averaging 

twenty-five, or more.  We have been blessed with people who have a wide range of interests, who come from different cultures, who 

experience different economic realities, and who have been life-long worshippers or those who have just begun to worship regularly.  

Furthermore, not many are ‗life-long‘ Lutherans.  They are seeking a relationship with Christ and find the Lutheran expression to be 

very helpful. 

 

Our Thanksgiving Day worship service was a blessing.  No other community of faith in Jonesborough provided a service the week of 

Thanksgiving.  To generate interest, we distributed yard signs and posters.  Thirty-four people came to give thanks to God on this 

secular holiday.  This was the most worshippers we have had on a given day since our first worship service.  Many were from the 

community and the others were regular worshippers.  A few were from other Lutheran communities of faith.  Hopefully, this will 

become an annual event and provide another opportunity for us to serve the community. 

 

We are having Advent services in our home.  There is no space available at the Jonesborough Area Senior Center during the week.  

We have two services, one at 2:00 PM and one at 7:00 PM.  The combined attendance approximates eighteen people. 

 

Our Christmas Eve Service will be at the Senior Center at 5:00 PM.  We are again promoting the service with signs and posters.  The 

strategy is different.  While we were the sole provider of a Thanksgiving service, our thought this time is that many people will at-

tend a Christmas Eve service, even if they are not part of a faith community. 

 

Finally, please join us on January 23, 2011 for our regular Sunday worship at 9:30 AM.  We will be celebrating our first anniversary.  

Bishop Julian Gordy will preside at the worship service.  It will be a festive and joyful occasion. 

 

Have a joyous Christmas, 

 

Ed Wolff, Mission Pastor 

1103 Miller Drive 

Jonesborough, TN  37659 

Cell:       (423) 833-8932 

Church: (423) 833-8587 

mailto:hpcp2@tds.net
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More than 50 people surrounded the Christmas tree in 

the Welcome Center for the Women‘s Christmas 

Brunch on Dec. 4. Thanks to Tena Abbott for chairing 

the event and arranging for the Maryville Area 

Dulcimer Club to entertain us. Regina Culver also 

deserves thanks for making the tables beautiful and 

creating the tasty rice favors. If you want to make 

more of this rice, you will find copies of the recipe on 

the WELCA bulletin board. 
 

Thanks also to those who made cookies for 

the Christmas cookie bake sale on Dec. 12. 

WELCA now has $200 available to 

purchase materials to make new Chrismons. 
 

What are Chrismons?  
The tree in the Welcome 

Center is covered with these 

Christian symbols. St. Paul‘s 

first Chrismons were crafted 

in 1962, so they are almost 

50 years old! It‘s time to 

repair and replace these 

original symbols made so 

lovingly by ladies of St. Paul. 
 

The WELCA board will meet on Thursday, Jan. 

6th at 7:00 p.m. to plan this project for 2011. Ladies 

who are interested in participating are urged to attend.  
 

The first Chrismon workshop will be on Thursday, 

Jan 13 at 7:00 p.m. The task that evening will be to 

evaluate the existing Chrismons and determine which 

can be repaired. Each Chrismon workshop will also 

include a Bible Study on Christian symbols. 
 

Un-Deck the Halls 
Wednesday, January 5th at 6:30pm, 

following the Eve of the Epiphany 

Service, the congregation is invited to 

help un-deck our halls from the 

Christmas decorations.  With many hands this will not 

take long at all.  Please plan on attending the service 

and staying to help.  We need to get our church home 

ready as we have guests that week from Family 

Promise making St. Paul their home.  

 

SPAM 
 Thirty-two seniors enjoyed a catered dinner in 

December, by Rene Zimmer for our Christmas 

Dinner.  Job well done Renee!  On January 18th, we 

will meet at 12noon for a BBQ lunch provided by 

Buddy's BBQ.  Please bring a dessert to share.  This is 

our yearly planning meeting, so we need all of your 

voices and ideas, as we continue serving as seniors for 

Christ here at St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 

Theology Un-Corked                  
with Pastor Kevin                

Tuesday, January 18th at 7pm 
 

Come and join a casual conversation around Theology 

(God-Talk) with wine, water, or pint at Pastor Kevin‘s 

apartment.  Our conversation for January‘s meeting 

will be about Free Will.  Pastor Kevin lives at The 

Reserve of Maryville Apartment Complex off of 

William Blount Drive in Apartment 614.  Please call 

or e-mail Pastor Kevin for better directions or with 

questions 865-201-1775 or 

pastorkevinstrickland@gmail.com  

PARISH LIFE MINISTRIES 

Introducing LivingLutheran.com 
LivingLutheran.com is your place for 

daily content and conversation on what it 

means to "live Lutheran." Read exclusive blog entries by 

ELCA Lutherans with a wide variety of viewpoints and 

opinions. Find your favorite articles from Seeds for the 

Parish. Watch videos that inspire. Meet fascinating ELCA 

members and join the conversation. 

 

 

 
 

Clayton Narveson will present History of the Lutheran 

Church in the U.S. on Thursday, January 6th at 

7:00pm.  There will also be an organizational meeting 

to plan the year. 

mailto:pastorkevinstrickland@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/fhvPXz
http://www.livinglutheran.com/blog/2010/10/welcome-to-livinglutherancom.html
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PROCLAMING MINISTRIES 

Member Spotlight for January is on Parish Life Ministry at St. Paul 
Thank you to all three of these women for their dedicated support to the Parish Life Ministry at St. Paul 

Carla McMillion is Coordinator for the Parish Life Ministry Team and spends a great deal of 

her time in  Richardson Hall and the kitchen.  

 

 

 

 

Laura King planned our First Wednesday dinners this fall and has agreed to organize meals 

for every Wednesday beginning the second week in January; much to the gratitude of the 

congregation.  

 

 

 

 

Regina Culver has been busy blooming all over the church with the many holiday center-

pieces and floral arrangements she so wonderfully creates. 

 

Welcome to our New Members 

 

 

Noah and Danielle joined St. Paul on October 31, 2010, 

Reformation Sunday. Their beautiful daughter was baptized 

on November 7, 2010, All Saints Sunday. Noah likes to 

play golf when he gets a chance. We welcome the Hender-

son family home.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Moehlings moved to Maryville at the end of September 

from a suburb of Chicago named Wood Dale. They have 

two adult daughters that still live in the Chicago area. Kris-

ten, 36, works in an Accounting dept. for a large paper sup-

plier and Robin, 33,  is a Nurse Practitioner. 

Gary is retired and likes to play golf. Carol is a nurse but not 

working yet. Carol loves to read and is also a beginner 

quilter. They both like riding their bicycles and have two 

dogs, Rhett and Scarlett. 
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DECEMBER 2010 

January 1 Joe King, Jr.  
January 4        Ed Peck 
January 6 Claude Abbott 
  Cole Wyatt 
January 7 Bob Miller 
                        Roger Miller 
  AJ Tollefson 
January 9 Guenter Heinrich 
  Charlene McClaran 
January 11 Mark Fisher 
  Art Hafner III 
  Tom Sims 
  Cassie Neeley 
January 13 Dan Tyler 
  Justin Gillespie 
January 15 Heinz Lips 
January 17 Bill Wear 
  Karl Weber 

January 18      Marsha Bryant 
January 20 Jerry Sorensen 
  Hannah Bryant 
January 21      Carolyn Speck 
                        Michael Kaufman 
January 22 Bob Frank 
  Mary Boring 
                        Jeannie Hawsey 
                        Emily Kaufman 
January 24      Anna Clark 
January 26      Andrea Saal                       
January 27 Clayton Narveson                   
  Kyle Tyler 
  Alana Vollman 
January 29 Carole Long 
January 31 Eleanor Peck 
  Jean Beck 

         

ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 

 
January 2        Ned & Ruth Reinhardt 
January 19 Jeff & Marcy Ward 
January 28      Dan & Karen Nurmi 

 
OVER 50 YEARS ANNIVERSARY 

 
January 2 Charles & Juanita Morrow 
January 11       Frank & Julie Rutherford 

BIRTHDAYS 



If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter 

please contact the church office at 982-4285 or 

splchurch@bellsouth.net. 

                                      Thank You.              

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Maryville, TN 

Permit No. 128 

Sharing Christ’s Love 

With the World 

429 Sandy Springs Road 
Maryville, TN 37803 

Phone: 865-982-4285 
Fax: 865-977-8070 
E-mail: splchurch@bellsouth.net. 
Web : http://www.stpaulmaryville.org/ 
 
The Rev. Kevin L. Strickland, Pastor 
 
Church Office Hours :  9:00 am—2:30pm                               
Monday—Friday 

Dates of Interest 

«Mailing label» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«City», «State» «Zip code» 

 
 
 
 
 
 

January 30th ~ Annual Congregational Meeting and Pot-luck following 10:30 service 
 
Worship: 
January 5th - 6:30pm  Eve of the Epiphany Service 
January 16th - 4:00pm Community Worship Service @ First Baptist Church Maryville 

  
Discipleship:   
January 21st - 6:30pm Captive Free - Family Concert 

 
Parish Life: 
January 6th - 7:00pm  WELCA board meeting 
January 6th - 7:00pm  Men in Mission 
January 13th - 7:00pm Chrismon Workshop 
 

Serving: 
January 2nd - 9th   Family Promise 
January 11th - 6:00pm  MLK Celebration @ New Providence 
  


